
Ma r j orie Ra n s om , and a foreword by Shel a gh Wei r, t h e

book wi ll showcase the jewel ry of O m a n , Saudi Ara bi a ,

Syri a , n orth Yem en , the Had ra mut regi on of Yem en and

the Kurds of Syria.

This ex h i bi ti on , Si lver Spe a k s , wi ll open October 27 and

run until May 31 of n ext ye a r. It and the com p a n i on boo k

wi ll su pp ly both the impetus and cred i bi l i ty for her own

book proj ect , wh i ch wi ll requ i re her to retu rn to the Mi d dl e

East to interview older Arab women who wore the types of

jewelry she collected. During a two year span, a videographer

and female native speaker will accompany her, so that a visual

and audio record can be pre s erved . De s p i te her tra i n i n g,

b ackground and con t acts in that area of the worl d , she re a l-

izes this will be a difficult project,especially in countries like

Saudi Ara bia and Yem en , a l t h o u gh a young Yem eni wom a n

has already expressed interest in participating.

The Mi d dle Eastern silver folk jewel ry co ll ecti on of t h e

Ra n s oms obvi o u s ly repre s ents many aspects of t h eir live s .

G a t h ered du ring the co u rse of t h eir long careers in the

Forei gn Servi ce , it not on ly gave them pleasu re as we a ra bl e

j ewel ry from the co u n tries in wh i ch they served , as well as

decorating their homes, but also enabled them to learn more

deep ly of these cultu re s . Si mu l t a n eo u s ly, it en h a n ced thei r

relationships with the p eoples of these lands,as the Middle

E a s tern ers easily interpreted the use of the jewel ry as bo t h

acceptance and appreciation of their respective cultures. Now

being recognized as a significant colle ction in the exhibition,

Si lver Spe a k s , by The Be ad Mu s eu m , it wi ll hopef u lly hel p

u n derstanding of Mu s l i m / Ara bic cultu re s . If Ma r j orie Ra n s om

is able to carry out her goal of preserving an audio and visual

record of this jewel ry ’s use in the Mi d dle East, she wi ll have

tru ly ex ten ded the co ll ecti on’s uti l i ty and va lue . Su ch co ll ec-

tions enhance both the lives of those who collect the material

and those who used it.

A b o v e : LIVING ROOM, with low table made from old Egyptian
mashrabyyi screens; it contains their North African silver bracelets. By
the fireplace are larger mashrabyyi screens. To the left is a Zanzibarian
teak chest, with Isfahan and other Middle Eastern rugs on the floor.
Top left: NORTH AFRICAN SILVER BRACELETS, which includes examples
from primarily Egypt, Sudan, Libya and Tunisia.


